
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS INSIDE

MEASURE GG

Our Path to Getting Here

Over the last year, with significant input from staff, teachers, parents, community 
leaders, and professional consultants, the District prepared a School Facilities 
Needs Analysis. The process consisted of conducting surveys with registered 
voters and parents, holding focus group meetings, and consulting with the 
San Diego County Office of Education. As a result of the feedback, the District 
identified major upgrades and new construction projects that need to be made 
to classrooms and facilities. The consensus among the local community was a 
commitment to the long-term investment of school facilities by rebuilding the 
oldest portions of Cardiff School.
      

After creating the School Facilities Needs Analysis and the implementation 
plan, the District presented it to San Diego County Taxpayers Association 
(SDCTA). This association’s purpose is to monitor government spending and 
efficiency, as an independent civic organization. The SDCTA supports Measure 
GG and stated that it “meets key provisions of SDCTA’s Bond Support Criteria.” 

Dear Community Member, 

The Cardiff School District has been providing excellent educational services to local 
children since the formation of the District over 100 years ago. Currently, approximate-
ly 705 kindergarten through sixth grade students are educated at the District’s two 
schools. It is through the hard work of our dedicated teachers and staff and the support 
of our families and community that our children receive an outstanding education and 
a strong foundation for their future. 

Although it appears that our schools are in good shape based on the achievements of 
our students, some of our school facilities are outdated. While the District has made 
significant classroom and facilities improvements over the years, a number of major 
facilities needs still exist. For these reasons, the Cardiff School District has placed 
Measure GG on the November 2016 ballot.

This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) Mailer is provided to assist voters in under-
standing the facts behind Measure GG and how its passage will affect the District, our 
students, and the community. Please take a moment to review the FAQ, and feel free to 
reach out to us should you have any questions on this important issue. 

Sincerely,
Jill Vinson
Superintendent
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What is Measure GG?
Measure GG is a $22 million general obligation (G.O.) bond program. The measure is 
intended to address the facilities needs of student education through new construction 
and renovation projects at the District’s schools.

Why did the District place Measure GG on the ballot?
The District has a long history of rebuilding old schools that have outlived their 
useful lives. The oldest classrooms and facilities at Cardiff School are now between 
55-65 years old. The District’s first school, Cullen School, was built in 1913. Thirty-
seven years later, it was rebuilt as our current Cardiff School. Ada Harris, our 
second school, was first built in 1960 and was rebuilt 42 years later in 2002. Today, 
Cardiff School classrooms and buildings are between 55-65 years old. Measure GG 
will rebuild district facilities to enhance the learning environment, increase safety, 
and incorporate energy efficiency improvements.

What is a G.O. bond?
G.O. bonds fund projects such as the renovation of classrooms and school facilities, 
as well as construction of new schools and classrooms. Similar to a home loan, G.O. 
bonds are typically repaid over 30 years. The loan repayment comes from a tax on 
all taxable property - residential, commercial, agricultural and industrial - located 
within the District’s boundaries.

Why can’t the District meet its facilities needs with its current budget?
Today, the scope of improvements needed at the Cardiff School District is far 
more than the current funding sources available. The funding which the District 
receives is intended to be used for the day-to-day business of educating children 
and maintaining facilities, not the cost of major construction or renovation projects.

How did the District come up with the project list for Measure GG?
Over the last year, with significant input from staff, teachers, parents, community 
leaders and professional consultants, the District prepared a School Facilities Needs 
Analysis. This analysis identified the major repairs and upgrades that were needed. 
Specific types of projects identified include:

• Construct new classrooms and other school facilities to replace 55-65-year-old buildings.

• Replace leaking roofs, deteriorating plumbing, electrical, and sewer systems.

• Make energy efficiency improvements.

• Replace deteriorating, temporary portable classrooms.

• Make health and safety improvements, including security and earthquake retrofits.

What will happen if Measure GG does not pass?
If Measure GG does not pass, funds that would otherwise go to education will be needed 
to make critical repairs and improvements at each school. Major improvements would 
need to be postponed and as a result would potentially be more expensive to make. 

What will Measure GG cost?
The tax rate per property owner is estimated to be $25.75 per $100,000 of 
assessed valuation annually. For the typical Cardiff resident, this works out to be 
approximately $10 per month. (Do not confuse assessed valuation with market 
value. Assessed valuations are the value placed on property by the County and are 
almost always lower than market values.) Check your property tax statement for 
your current assessed valuation.

How can I be sure that Measure GG funds will be spent on improving 
our local schools?
By law, all bond funds have to be spent locally and cannot be taken by the state. 
In addition, a local independent citizens’ oversight committee will be established to 
ensure that bond funds are properly spent. Also by law, there must be annual audits of 
expenditures and no bond money can be used for teacher or administrative salaries.

Has the District ever passed a school improvement measure?
Yes, in 2000 the District passed a school improvement measure with 80.9% 
voter support. Funds from the measure were used to rebuild Ada Harris School, 
construct new facilities at Cardiff School and modernize some of the District’s 
older classrooms. The tax rate estimated at the time of the election was $43.00 
per $100,000 of assessed valuation. As a result of the District refinancing the 
bonds in 2010, the tax rate for the 2000 bond was reduced to $33.24, saving 
property owners $501,115. 
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